World Bank Report (1995) in its observation highlights the point that despite its vast oil reserves, the Niger Delta region remains poor with education level below the national average.
According to the report, while seventy percent (70%) of Nigerian children attend primary The introductory section above is followed by conceptual clarifications of major terms used in the paper. The rest of the paper is organized into five sections as follows; the literature review which presents the oil resource exploration and exploitation and the theoretical framework which relies on the resource curse theory and the externalities theory. These are followed by discussions of findings on the impacts of oil resource exploration on the environment of the host communities in Delta State, governments and oil companies efforts and problems militating against the management of oil resource problems, the conclusion and of course some recommendations to improve the needs of the people. The paper employs the analytical framework in its discussion.
Conceptual Clarification
For purpose of contextual understanding, below are some terms used in the paper that need operational definition and clarification.
-Environment Environment is used in this paper to refer to the condition, or circumstances under which all living and non-living things occur naturally on Earth (Turner et. al., 1994) . This includes:
ecological units, vegetations, micro organisms, soils, rocks, seas, atmospheric and natural phenomena.
-Environmental Degradation
Environmental degradation in this work is the deterioration of the environment through depletion of resources, (air, sea/ water, and soil, the destruction of ecosystems and the extinction of wildlife, Stern et al., 1996) . It also involves any change or disturbances to the environment perceived to be undesirable by the host communities and detrimental to their socioeconomic activities (Turner et. al., 1994) . It is thus the reduction of the capacity of the environment to meet social, economic and ecological objectives, and needs of the people of Delta State.
-Development
Development is used here to mean the positive transformation or change of people' s ways of living, attitudes, and behaviors as a result of their access to relevant and adequate services provided by government and government agencies (Waas et al., 2010; Camagni, 1998 ).
-Oil Resources
Oil resources here refer to non-renewable resources that take millions of years to be created under the surface of the earth (Nehring, 1978; Dam, 1976) . They are referred to as non renewable resources because they can run out, or be used up. In Delta State, Oil resources are exploited from the soil in their crude form and are usually refined before they are used for their various purposes.
-Oil Exploration
Oil Exploration in this work deals with the search for oil and gas by petroleum multinationals for hydrocarbon deposits beneath the Earth' s surface (Forsythe, 1996; Omofonmwan and Odia, 2009 Nigeria' s government.
-Oil Exploitation
This is a process in which usable petroleum is extracted and removed from the ground (Link, 1952) . It also involves seismic activities resulting in the degradation of the environment in form of depletion, oil spills and deforestation, without regard to its regeneration to the impoverishment of the host communities (Garland et al., 1990) .
Both exploration and exploitation degrade the environment in varying capacity and they are used interchangeably in this work.
-Gas Flaring
Gas Flaring is the process of separating and burning of the gas produced from pumped oil resource from the ground (Elvidge et al., 2009 ). This is done by burning the separated gas in massive flares as waste (into the air/ environment).
LITERATURE REVIEW
It is necessary to review some existing literature on the aspects of the impact of oil exploitation as many works have been done by various scholars and experts in this topical area (Elvidge et al., 2009 ). The quality of the environment is critical to the survival and sustenance of human existence in particular and animals and plants in general.
No wonder Awodola (1997) (Wild, 1996) . Besides once the environment is contaminated, it remains a potential threat for many years. (Odu and Offodum, 1986 ). Some of these major spills include; the Escravos spill (Funiwa-5 blow out) of over 400,000 barrels of oil spreading through the Delta region polluting about 1,200 km 2 (Nwilo and Badejo, 2005) . In the disaster about 180 people died while 300 people contacted various illnesses through drinking polluted water and eating contaminated food in the affected areas (Nwilo and Badejo, 2005) . In 1986, it was estimated that eight major creeks and villages were affected. Several thousand barrels of oil were lost and economic activities paralyzed in the affected areas. The damage done to fish ponds, nets and traps of the farmers was said to be over two million Naira (Odu and Offodum, 1986; Nwankwo and Ifeadi, 1986; Nwilo and Badijo, 2005) . Also the Jesse spill of 1998 resulted in the fire incidence that claimed over a thousand lives and ravaged the fragile ecosystem. have an increase in hematopoietic cancers while many children also had distended bellies and light hair (Tyonongo, 2008) . These are evidences of kwashiorkor; a protein deficiency syndrome.
The peculiar nature of the environmental degradation is also in its global nature. This is because pollution created in one country has an impact on another. For instance, the destruction of one part of the ozone layer by one nation has an impact on all nations. This explains why the issue of environmental problems has become global one requiring all and sundry to show concerted concern for the benefit of mankind. degraded. This corroborates Wild (1996: 189-210 ), Nwankwo and Ifeadi (1988) , Odu and Offodum (1986) , Fagade (1981 ), Ikporukpo (1988 , UN (2001) , Jaiyeoba (2002) and Meades (1973) . They all agreed to the considerable adverse effects of toxic nature of chemicals discharged from oil spill on soil, water, resource and animal life. 
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